
 

 

Support for the Elimination of Violence Against Women 

 

Kunduz, Herat and Mazar to increase 

public awareness of the EVAW law and 

inform community members on how to 

report instances of abuse.     

To promote wide-scale understanding 

and support for  EVAW, roundtable 

panelists included the Human Rights 

Commission, Ministry/Directorate of 

Women Affairs, and Ministry of Justice, 

university professors, and key civil 

society stakeholders.  The panel 

discussed severe cases of violence 

against women, the mechanism to 

address violence against women, and 

how women can report violence in their 

community. Video and audio coverage 

of the roundtables and a collection of 

public interviews recorded in Kabul, 

Kandahar, Herat, Jalalabad, Balkh, 

Helmand, Khost and Uruzgan, were 

aired through Saba TV and Nawa Radio 

in 22 provinces of Afghanistan in 

December 2010.   

Support for the women of Afghanistan 

does not end here. Initial steps have 

been taken to indentify the priority 

issues on which to focus future 

advocacy campaigns to maximize the 

impact on womenõs issues.  At least 

seven advocacy campaigns will be 

launched in the coming year.  

For statistics on violence against women in 

Afghanistan, please see the following page.  
(Continued on page 2) 

The GIRoA is responsible for ensuring 

that all of its actions promote gender 

equality, womenõs rights, and womenõs 

empowerment. In support of this charge, 

President Karzai approved the 

Elimination of Violence Against Women 

(EVAW) Law in June 2009.  

With funding and support from ASGP, 

Saba Media Organization (SMO) and the 

Education Center for poor Women 

(ECW), both ASGP ACG recipients, 

hosted a 16-day activism campaign in 

support of the Elimination of Violence 

Against Women (EVAW) Law. In 

December 2010, SMO and ECW 

conducted a series of round-table 

discussions on this subject held in Kabul, 

For the first time in the history of the 

Afghan womenõs civil society movement, 

the Ministry of Womenõs Affairs 

(MoWA) and thirty Afghan Civil Society 

Organizations (CSOs) have joined 

together to establish clear objectives of 

how to move forward for the women of 

Afghanistan. The challenges faced by 

women are many, but the critical step is 

how to achieve effective and sustainable 

positive change.  

Supported by ASGP and MoWA, the 

newly-formed Afghan Womenõs 

Advocacy Coalition (AWAC) is 

comprised of women-focused Afghan 

CSOs and individuals who have formed 

a nationwide coalition to advocate for 

womenõs rights throughout Afghanistan.  

AWAC is developing a comprehensive 

strategy to conduct advocacy campaigns 

and initiatives to further the goals of the 

National Action Plan for the Women of 

Afghanistan (NAPWA). Through 

strategic initiatives and campaigns, 

AWAC is committed to achieving lasting 

change in three core areas: Womenõs 

Political Participation and Leadership, 

Education, and Access to Justice and 

Human Rights.   Five leading coalition 

members are coordinating the 

development of a charter, by-laws and a 

viable action plan.   

The AWAC was formally launched in 

December 2010 at a milestone event 

hosted by the Ministry of Womenõs 

Affairs.  At the event, a Memorandum of 

Understanding was signed by MoWA 

and ASGP, formalizing the partnership 

between MoWA, ASGP and AWAC.   

This is the first formalized agreement of 

cooperation and coordination between  

(Continued on page 3) 

     Launch of the Afghan Womenõs Advocacy Coalition (AWAC) 

ASGP Chief of Party Ms. Carla Rosa Borges and Minister of Womenõs Affairs Ms. Husan Bano Ghazan-

far formalize the partnership between MoWA, ASGP and the Afghan womenõs civil society movement.  

  ASGPublication 
 ASGP Quarterly Newsletter                 Winter 2010/2011  

1 



 

 

ASGP Program Activity Update  

ASGP is strengthening the capacity of 

women-focused civil society organizations 

to contribute to the social, economic and 

political development of women 

throughout Afghanistan. To improve the 

status and quality of life of Afghan women 

and girls, ASGP is helping organizations 

build their capacity in: 

¶ Advocacy 

¶ Institutional Development  

¶ Gender Mainstreaming 

¶ Family Health 

¶ Education and Literacy 

¶ Economic Development 

¶ Social and Political 

Participation  

In 2010, ASGP expanded operations to 

reach all 34 provinces of Afghanistan.  Staff 

work at the community level, hand in hand 

with a range of community groups, from 

nascent associations to larger, more 

mature organizations.  Grant types vary in 

size to best meet the needs of the 

community and to promote the 

sustainability of our programming.  

 

To date, ASGP has awarded nearly  $8 

million USD in grant funding, for program 

activities, directly benefiting more than 6 

million people throughout Afghanistan. 

 ASGP Awarded Creativeõs Project of the Year in December 2010 

 

In December 2010, ASGP was awarded 

Creativeõs Project of the Year, a distin-

guished honor.  Also, Mr. Abdul Mateen 

Mehraban, Administrative Assistant of 

ASGP, received the Field Employee of the 

Year award.   Both awards are distinguished 

honors for ASGP and highlight the pro-

gramõs exceptional staff, management,  and 

ability to achieve immense accomplishments 

in a complex and challenging environment.  

ASGP Chief of Party Carla Rosa Borges 

praised ASGPõs accomplishments over the 

past year that led to its selection as Crea-

tiveõs Program of the Year, saying that  òthe 

ASGP Team displayed the vitality and cohe-

siveness to achieve such a reward. We 

could not have done it without every mem-

ber of the ASGP Creative family and those 

who support us to assist in the movement 

for gender equality in Afghanistan.ò 

ASGP staff celebrates the award of Creative Project of the Year and Employee of the Year. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Statistics on Women in Afghanistan show the following:  

¶ 46.9% are victims of physical violence at home 

¶ 66.2% are subject to verbal abuse  

¶ 9.5% have the right to decide on their own income 

¶ 59% are married forcibly, while 70% are not allowed their right to maher 

(capital given from men to their wives according to Islamic practices) 

¶ 38% are married between the ages of 11-15 

¶ 88% report their husbands do not provide financial support for their children 

¶ 71.9% are not allowed to pursue education or hold a career   

Source: Women and Children Legal Research Foundation 
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TOTAL PARTICIPANTS:  

6,359,980 

2 



 

 

 

 ASGP Quarterly  Publication                                                                                                       Winter 2010/2011  

In November 2010, Ms. Charito Kruvant, 

Creativeõs President and CEO visited the 

literacy center during a visit to 

Afghanistan. Passionate about womenõs 

education, Ms. Kruvant instantly 

connected with the women and girls. She 

commended their drive and commitment 

to the program, and 

praised Fazilaõs 

initiative. òThe 

majority of people in 

Women and children queue in a winding 

line at a health center in a remote part of 

Kabul province every day. Disease is 

rampant. With no education or technical 

skills, women in this community do not 

hold jobs outside their homes. Through 

word of mouth, women hear about a free 

literacy center nearby.  

Most women in the community have 

never learned to read or write. That was 

until Ms. Fazila developed the idea to 

provide basic hygiene awareness and 

literacy education to 50 women and girls 

in her community. She converted two 

rooms in her house into classrooms. A 

teacher by profession, Ms. Fazila 

understands the impact of education on 

women. Knowing how desperately 

education is needed in her community, she 

applied for an ASGP quick impact grant 

after hearing about the 

program. Her grant 

was awarded in late 

summer 2010. 

Promoting Literacy  
this area are internally displaced from other 

provinces. They are poor and cannot afford to 

send their children to school,ó Ms Fazila said.  

Many school age girls in the 

community could benefit from 

structured education, but cannot 

afford the books or clothes needed 

to attend school.  Now, Fazila is 

giving them an opportunity never 

before possible. The students range 

in age from 6 to 70 and attend 

classes for several hours each day. 

After receiving books, crayons and 

markers brought by Ms. Kruvant 

from the USA, the women began 

talking about the advantage of 

education. òI can read signs and 

billboards when I am in town,ó 

said one.  òWhen my husband 

gives me 100 Afghanis, I am now able to keep 

track of the money when I spend it on 

different things,ó said another. 

Ms. Fazila is making a tremendous impact. An 

elderly woman dressed in black, worn clothes 

stood up slowly in front of the class and 

recited the alphabet. òI was blind before. Now, 

with an education, I can seeó she said.  

Women and girls participate in literacy classes in Kabul. 

òThese books are from the American children 

to remind you that they think about you.ó 
Charito Kruvant, Creative President & CEO 

The ASGP Herat Regional Office hosted a 

second VVIP visit in January for 

Ambassador Eikenberry, Mrs. Ching 

Eikenberry, Brad Hanson, Earl Gast and 

senior Embassy delegates. The VIPs visited 

two ASGP participant organizations, the 

Herat Womenõs Silk Fabrics Producing 

Association and the Sanaõat Navine Zanan 

Association, a bakery. ASGP was 

commended by 

the Ambassador 

for the work 

being carried out 

in Herat and 

s u r r o u n d i n g 

provinces. The 

delegates noted 

the importance of 

increased trade 

and marketability 

o f  p roduc ts . 

ASGP works with 

each CSO to 

expand markets 

for their products, 

improve processing techniques and ensure 

that items produced are of export quality.  

ASGP assists each group to maximize 

output and improve their organizational 

capacity to promote financial sustainability, 

without external support.  As a result of 

the Ambassador's visit, the silk association 

is collaborating with tailors based in Kabul 

to expand their product line, and the 

bakery is working 

with specialists to 

improve baking 

techniques and 

use alternate flour 

types.  òASGP is a 

unique initiative in 

Herat province 

that is making a 

significant impact 

on women and 

womenõs rights 

throughout the 

western region.ó 

said the Governor 

of Herat Province.   

  Ambassador Eikenberry praises ASGP in Herat  
(Continued from page 1) 

Afghan CSOs and MoWA, a historic 

achievement for the civil society 

movement. This agreement 

contributes to the Afghan National 

Development Strategy (ANDS) and 

NAPWA priorities for the formation 

of partnerships with relevant 

institutions involved in public 

education and advocacy on womenõs 

rights.  

The partnership between MoWA 

and AWAC will broaden support for 

the advocacy coalition, enhance 

advocacy efforts, and promote the 

launch of campaigns in support of 

NAPWA goals. òIt is time to reach 

out to women across the country 

through a coalition like this,ó says 

Roshan Siran, an AWAC member.  

Since its inception, AWAC has 

already expanded to include 

additional individuals and CSOs, 

including two female members of 

Parliament and the Afghan Womenõs 

Network, the largest network of 

women-focused organizations in 

Afghanistan.  

A member of the Womenõs Silk Fabrics Association works on 

a loom making a silk scarf. With ASGP support, the group is 
making over $2,000  per month, with profits shared between 

all participants, benefitting each woman and her family. 
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Balkh Region : Tel. +93(0) 796 777 140  

Email: asgpbalkh@crea-af.com 

Covering provinces : Balkh, Faryab, Jawzjan, Samangan, SariPul 

 

Central Highlands Region : Tel. +93(0) 794 400 434 

Email: asgpch@crea-af.com  

Covering provinces : Bamyan, Daykundi, Wardak 

 

Herat Region : Tel. +93(0) 796 777 177   

Email: asgpherat@crea-af.com 

Covering provinces : Baghdis, Farah, Ghor, Herat  

 

Kabul Region : Tel. +93(0) 794 400 434 

Email: asgpkabul@crea-af.com 

Covering provinces : Kabul, Kapisa, Panjshir, Parwan 
 

Kandahar Region : Tel. +93(0) 796 777 199 

Email: asgpkandahar@crea-af.com 

Covering provinces : Helmand, Kandahar, Nimroz, Uruzgan, 

Zabul 

Contact ASGP in your region:  

 ASGP Quarterly  Publication                   Winter 2010/2011  

Kunduz Region : Tel. +93(0) 796 777 151  

Email: asgpkunduz@crea-af.com 

Covering provinces : Badakhshan, Baghlan, Kunduz, Takhar 

 

Nangarhar Region : Tel. +93(0) 796 777  188 

Email: asgpnangarhar@crea-af.com 

Covering provinces : Nangarhar, Kunar, Laghman, Nooristan 

 

South East Region : Tel. +93(0) 796 777 178 

Email: asgpsoutheast@crea-af.com 

Covering provinces : Ghazni, Khost, Logar, Paktya, Paktika 

 

 

For general information about ASGP,  

please email info@crea -af.com  

or call +93 (0)793 815 268  
 
 

Visit us on the web at  www.asgp-gender.com 
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Creative 2010 Photo of the Year:  Children play near an ASGP-funded greenhouse where their mothers work in the Foladi 

Valley, Bamyan Province.  Photo by Karim Haidari, ASGP Outreach Officer 
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