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Afghanistan in Color 2012!

USAID and the government of Afghanistan are working
together to eradicate waterborne diseases which harm
thousands of Afghan children each year.To help solve this
problem, USAID has funded over 3,000 new and renovated
wells throughout the country that now provide clean, safe
drinking water for more than 615,000 people.

Over 22 varieties of grapes were planted on the Ministry of
Agriculture’s research farm to establish a grape foundation
nursery. USAID-funded projects introduced trellising, a
practice that increases the quality of grapes and overall
yields.

Afghan honey production was traditionally low, while
domestic demand and prices are high. These conditions
present great potential for beekeepers, and the northeast
region of Afghanistan has a very suitable climate and terrain
for beekeeping. USAID is working with honey farmers to
improve the volume and quality of honey production in
order to meet rising local demand.

Thousands of people in rural Afghanistan are learning to
manage natural resources in ways that generate
economic benefits for families, while also protecting
pristine landscapes and rare species such as the snow
leopard. Nearly 7,000 people have seen their incomes
rise thanks to USAID’s Improving Livelihoods and
Governance through Natural Resource Management
(ILG-NRM) program.These activities have attracted
tourists back to Afghanistan’s protected areas, including
Band-e-Amir National Park.
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Firoza is one of | |7 members of
the Ghoryan Women Saffron
Association in Herat province.
Firoza and her fellow members
received a USAID—funded loan
which gave them access to
fertilizers, pesticides, and harvest
baskets.This allowed the saffron
growers to increase productivity
and product quality. The
Agricultural Development Fund,
which provided the loan, was
established with a $100 million
grant from USAID to the
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation
and Livestock (MAIL).

For the first time, thanks to an
Agricultural Credit Enhancement
loan, Aminullah is able to buy
fertilizer and pesticide for his 12
acres of ancestral land in
northern Afghanistan. He reaped
a rich harvest, at least 20% more
than before.The quality of his
produce has also improved, and
Aminullah is now able to sell it
to an exporter who sells fruits
and nuts to India.

Agriculture is the backbone of the Afghan economy and society. Due to limited resources, Afghan farmers mainly use simple and
traditional equipment. USAID, in partnership with the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock (MAIL) is mechanizing the

agriculture sector to increase agricultural productivity in Afghanistan.

Sadeqa Khavari graduated from a midwifery school in Bamyan
province in 2007. She then worked for two years as a community
midwife, before moving to Kabul to work in one of Kabul’s private
hospitals that employs several graduates of USAID-supported
midwifery schools. USAID has trained more than 1,800 midwives,
over half of all midwives trained in the past 10 years.

Household silk production is a traditional activity in northern
Afghanistan where silk is used to make carpets and textiles.
USAID programs promote silk worm cultivation and the weaving
of fine silk cloth. Many of the jobs these new industries create
enable women to earn a living in the home to support their
family. USAID’s IDEA-NEW project is training over 400 women in
this craft.
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Ms.Weeda Sarfarazy works for a
Herat-based company called
Negin Saffron. Saffron flourishes
in western Afghanistan and is one
of Afghanistan’s many high-value
agricultural products. In early
December, Afghan
businesswomen from around the
country gathered in Kabul for a
two-day exhibition organized by
USAID.The expedition gave

ll Afghan businesswomen an

§ opportunity to grow their
businesses and contribute to

In 2002, Afghanistan had only 50 kilometers of intact roads, much
of them littered with mines. Over the last 10 years USAID has
paved nearly 2,000 kilometers of road throughout Afghanistan,
including Shebirghan Road (photo) located in Jawzjan province.

Roughly eight million students
are now enrolled in primary
and secondary schools, 37% of
which are female, and USAID
has distributed more than 100
million textbooks for grades
one through twelve. USAID’s
education strategy meets the
urgent and expanding need for
schools, trained teachers,
textbooks, and innovative
approaches to expand access
to education.
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_) ) The measure of a life well lived and a job well done is
not told in a news cycle but in the accumulation of

thousands of hours and actions.
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The increasing popularity of television is providing a critical source
of news and entertainment across Afghanistan. USAID’s media
development initiatives support the construction and upgrade of
provincial TV stations to improve broadcast quality and expand TV
access to underserved and remote communities. USAID has
supported more than 50 community radio stations and trained
nearly | 1,500 journalists.

USAID is the largest donor to
the World Food Program
(WFP) in Afghanistan,
supporting conflict and
disaster-affected

communities, internally
displaced people, and other
vulnerable groups (including
malnourished children and
pregnant women) whose food
security has been adversely
affected by shocks. Since
2010, USAID/Afghanistan has
provided WFP with US$293.8
million in cash and food
assistance.

Nearly 4,000 wheat farmers benefited from USAID’s Agricultural
Development Fund last year. This project has helped more than
15,000 farmers in 25 of Afghanistan’s 34 provinces.

Alex Thier
Assistant to the Administrator and Director
Office of Afghanistan and Pakistan Affairs, USAID
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Nice job USAID/Afghanistan!
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